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FIVE PILLARS OF  
THE IPC 2021 CONGRESS
1 People

2 Content

3 Connectivity

4 Fun

5 Format

5 REASONS 
TO ATTEND
1 Interact with peers and pave the way for-ward 
together 2 Master the latest develop-ments in 
the area of interest 3 Discuss with the experts 
and innovative thinkers about Why vs Why Not? 
4 Attend dedicated tracks to maximise the 
learning experience 5 Share your research and 
be selected for focused discussions

WHO  
SHOULD ATTEND?
The target audience for this Congress in-cludes 
all fields involved in peatland and peat 
integrated with ecosystem services. This 
includes but is not limited to: 

• industry and business representatives

• policy and decision-makers

• peat product consumers

• friends of the peatlands

• conservationists

• scientists

• students

NEW  
AT #IPC2021
Hybrid Congress format - full content 
accessible both on-site and online • 
PEAT-Talks • Digital posters • “Meet the 
expert” sessions • “Meet-a-colleague”  
networking breaks • Movie programme 
and public lectures • Photo contest

MAIN PERKS OF THE 
HYBRID FORMAT:

Flexibility
Register now and decide later wheter you can 
attend on-site in Tallinn or online. Registration 
can be changed until 30 days before the 
Congress. If you are an author of accepted 
abstract, you can even present online.

More content in the fee
During the Congress you can attend only one 
session at the time. Due to the hybrid format, all 
sessions will be recorded, and registered 
participants can watch the sessions that they 
missed during the event on-demand after the 
Congress.

Lower costs
By attending the Congress online, you will save 
on travel and accommo-dation costs.

CONGRESS SECRETARIAT
PCO Publicon • E: ipc2021@publicon.ee • T: +372 5919 2019 • www.peatlandcongress2021.com 
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THE 16th  
INTERNATIONAL 
PEATLAND  
CONGRESS
Mires are inspiring! 
Peatlands are challenging! 
Peat, just great!

Where else to get the latest knowledge about 
mires, peatlands and peat if not from the 16th 
International Peatland Congress!? By coming to 
Congress, we intend to address all significant 
problems that human-ity has to face in coming 
years – climate change, loss of biodiversity, water 
manage-ment, resource management, zero 
hunger, zero poverty etc. Yes, all of those 
questions are also related to peatlands and peat, 
and you too have a role to play in solving these 
problems.

Besides providing the floor for the most up-to-
date discussions, we are proud to present you 
picturesque Estonian nature, versatile cultural life 
and the magical seaside spring season for those 
who are able to meet us in Tallinn.

Register now!

I’m looking forward  
to seeing you in Estonia!

Sincerely yours, 
Erki Niitlaan 
Chair of the 
Congress

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES 
BRIDGING DIFFERING 

VIEWS ON PEATLANDS

Peatland ecosystems are essential to people in 
several ways. The concept of ecosystem services 
is broad and covers all direct and indirect 
benefits people gain from eco-systems. 
Therefore, it enables to integrate human welfare 
with natural resources from peatlands, such as 
pure water and air, climate regulation through 
carbon seques-tration, peat as a substrate or 
aesthetic enjoyment. 

The International Peatland Society is a 
multidisciplinary organisation, bringing together 
scientists, peat corporations and practitioners of 
conservation and policies. Thus, ecosystem 
services seem to be a suitable approach to 
bridge these various views on peatlands. We 
encourage all the Congress delegates to 
communicate here in Tallinn with people who 
have a bit different experience of peatlands than 
they do – conservationists with industry, scientists 
with policymakers – by doing it through the view 
of peatland ecosystem services. Nevertheless, 
we have a common aim: the preserva-tion and 
responsible use of peatlands.

Elve Lode 
Chair of the 
Scientific 
Committee

Martin Küttim 
Vice-Chair  
of the Scientific 
Committee
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THE  
TOPICS

Peatland ecosystem services

I PROVISIONING SERVICES

I.1 - Food and food products

I.2 - Raw materials

I.3 - Genetic resources

I.4 - Water supply

I.5 - Medicinal resources

Peatland management

V PEATLAND AND PEAT RELATED 
ECONOMIC SERVICES

V.1 - Agriculture

V.2 - Forestry

V.3 - Peat extraction

V.4 - Utilisation of peat

V.5 - Other forms of peatland use

VII EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES AND TECHNIQUES FOR PEATLAND AND PEAT RESEARCH

VII.1 – Fieldwork and laboratory equipment for research and monitoring

VII.2 – Tools for data analysis and modelling

VII.3 – Development and practice of fieldwork methods

VI PROTECTION AND  
RECLAMATION OF PEATLANDS

VI.1 – Protection of peatlands

VI.2 – Restoration of peatlands

VI.3 – After-use of degraded peatlands

II SUPPORTING SERVICES

II.1 - Biodiversity

II.2 - Primary production and peat formation

II.3 - Nutrient cycling

III REGULATING SERVICES

III.1 - Carbon sequestration 
and climate regulation

III.2 - Hydrology and water quality

III.3 - Natural hazard regulation

III.4 - Pollution control

IV CULTURAL AND SOCIAL SERVICES

IV.1 - Cultural services

IV.2 - Peatlands for communities and society

IV.3 - Recreation and tourism

IV.4 - Science and education



The Industry Summit is organised for prac- 
titioners and top executives of peatland and peat 
companies that rely upon peatland and/or peat 
products for a significant part of their business. 
The focus is on discussing, changing ideas and 
presenting viewpoints on the key issues in the 
peat industry; however, not only the economy 
but also social and environmental aspects will be 
considered. 

Among other topics, the following issues will be 
addressed: peat in the context of climate politics; 
global peat demand 2050 for energy and 
horticulture; social imapcts of peatland use; new 
production technologies and applications of 
peat; certification of peatland, peat and peat 
containing growing media; addressing UNFCCC 
greenhouse gas emissions targets for 2050, etc. 

CONGRESS  
FORMAT

The 16th Peatland Congress will be held in a 
hybrid format. This means we’re looking forward 
to welcoming face-to-face delegates in a 
COVID-19 secure environment in Tallinn but the 
state-of-the-art scientific programme will be 
available online for those for whom travel 
restrictions or economic matters caused by the 
pandemic make getting to Tallinn difficult. 
Functional and easy-to-use desktop platform will 
be used for the online Congress alongside with 
the mobile app.

The official language of the Congress is English. 

Presentations can be given orally or by poster. 
The duration of the oral presenta- tions will be 
15+5 minutes. The presentations are organised 
subject-wise into Topics and sub-topic sessions 
(see “Topics”). 
Parallel sessions will take place strictly to time in 
different lecture rooms at the Tallinn Cultural 
Hub. E-poster presentations will be displayed in 
the poster exhibition area during the whole 
Congress. Poster authors will be given a special 
time slot for poster presentation and discussions 
both on-site and online. 

The 16th International Peatland Congress • 2 – 7 May 2021 • Creative Hub, Tallinn, Estonia & Online
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IMPORTANT 
DATES

Registration opening: 11 December 2020

Short abstract submission deadline: 15 February 2021 

Notification of presentation acceptance: 9 March 2021 

Extended abstract submission deadline: 31 March 2021 

Early bird registration: 28 March 2021

Late registration: 26 April 2021

Photo contest closing: 15 March 2021

The Congress: 2-7 May 2021
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TALLINN  
AND ESTONIA
One of Europe's emerging and most dy-
namic conference destinations, Estonia 
rarely fails to impress delegates with its 
combination of centuries-old charm and 
amazingly modern, high-quality facilities. 

First-time visitors are sure to be surprised 
by Estonia's medieval ambience and capti-
vated by the beauty of its rugged coastlines 
and pristine natural environment. It is the 
third country in the world after Finland and 
Canada to have the maximum area covered 
under natural mires. According to the data 
by the World Health Organisation, Estonia 
is among the countries with the cleanest air 
and according to the European Food Safety 
Authority, Estonia has the 2nd cleanest food 
in Europe. As much as it values its environ-
ment and rich history, Estonia is one of the 
most technologically minded countries in 
Europe, with free wireless internet coverage 
available practically everywhere. 

Tallinn, the capital city in Estonia, is located 
in the northern part of the country, on the 
shore of the Gulf of Finland of the Baltic 
Sea, it has a population of approximately 
400 000. Tallinn's Old Town is one of the 
best-preserved medieval cities in Europe 
and is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. Tallinn has the highest number of start-
ups per person among European countries 
and is a birthplace of many international 
high technology companies, including 
Skype and Transferwise.

www.visitestonia.com

www.visittallinn.ee

http://www.visitestonia.com
http://www.visittallinn.ee
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WHY THE INTERNATIONAL 
PEATLAND SOCIETY?

The IPS is a unique network of peat and 
peatland researchers, professionals, corpo-
rate and institutional members worldwide. 
IPS was established in Québec, Canada in 
1968 and has today almost 300 corporate 
and 1200 research, student and individual 
members in 39 countries, organised into 16 
National Committees, from Europe, America 
and Asia. This provides an important mix of 
views and knowledge which challenges all 
of us to consider peatlands and peat from 
different perspectives. 

IPS members are united in their belief in 
Responsible Management and Wise Use 
of peatlands and peat, by addressing the 
three pillars of the United Nations Sustain-
able Development Goals namely, economy, 
environment and society. Only the IPS can 
provide reasonable solutions to today’s 
pressing issues regarding whether and how 
peatlands can help support future human 
needs and values. 

The main aims of the IPS are to promote, 
gather, exchange and communicate peat-
land and peat information, knowledge and 
experiences. In practice, the IPS organises 
events, including conferences, symposia, and 
workshops. In addition, IPS publishes reports 
on peatland and peat activities, collaborates 
in international projects and 

participates in the work of major interna-
tional conventions that recognise the global 
importance of peatlands and peat, for 
example, Ramsar, CBD and UNFCCC. 

Currently the main issues are climate 
change, biodiversity, the need for responsi-
ble use, and restoration of degraded peat-
lands. IPS, via its experts, provides balanced 
and credible inputs to international conven-
tions and agreements that develop policies 
that are implemented by decision-takers.

IPS scientists assess divergent views, for 
conservation, but also horticulture, for 
example, and counterbalance divergent 
opinions with facts. This is extremely impor-
tant for international, national and regional 
policies and legislation. 

Another example of IPS efforts is the quad-
rennial International Peatland Congress, 
which will be held in Tallinn, Estonia in 2020. 
You are very welcome to attend and report 
on your recent activities - in industry or 
science – or just renew acquaintances with 
peat family colleagues and friends. 

Continue to support the IPS, encourage 
others to join, and together we can spread 
the word.

You will find more information about the IPS 
at www.peatlands.org  

http://www.peatlands.org
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ORGANISING 
COMMITTEE
Erki Niitlaan Chair of the Congress, Estonian Peat Association, erki@turbaliit.ee
Jaanus Paal Scientific Congress General, University of Tartu, jaanus.paal@ut.ee
Elve Lode Chair of the Scientific Committee, Tallinn University, elve@ipc2020.com
Martin Küttim Vice-Chair of the Scientific Committee, Tallinn University, martin@ipc2020.com 
Edgar Karofeld Mid-Congress field-trips, University of Tartu, edgar.karofeld@ut.ee
Marko Kohv Student programme, Estonian Wetlands Society, marko.kohv@gmail.com
Gilbert Ludwig Industry Summit Manager, International Peatland Society,  gilbert.ludwig@peatlands.org

SCIENTIFIC  
COMMITTEE
Rachel Carmenta University of Cambridge, England
Gerald Jurasinski The University of Rostock, Germany
Marko Kohv University of Tartu, Estonian Fund for Nature, Estonia
Randall Kolka USDA Forest Service Northern Research Station, USA
Aino Korrensalo University of Eastern Finland, Finland
Marika Kose Estonian University of Life Sciences, Estonia
Ingrida Krigere Latvian Peat Association, Latvia
Ain Kull University of Tartu, Estonia
Liisa Küttim Tallinn University, Estonia
Martin Küttim Tallinn University, Estonia
Anna Laine University of Eastern Finland, Finland
Elve Lode Tallinn University, Estonia
Aleksei Lotman Estonian Fund for Nature, Estonia
Lars Lundin Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Sweden
Shailendra Mishra Asian School of the Environment, Singapore
Katri Ots Estonian University of Life Sciences, Estonia
Jaanus Paal University of Tartu, Estonia
Jan Peters Michael Succow Foundation, Germany
Piret Pungas-Kohv University of Tartu, Estonian Fund for Nature, Estonia
Mart Reimann Tallinn University, Estonia
Jack Rieley The University of Nottingham and UK Peatland Society, United Kingdom 
Line Rochefort Laval University, Canada
Jüri-Ott Salm Estonian Fund for Nature, Estonia
Hannu Salo Bioenergia ry, Finland
Budi Indra Setiawan Bogor Agricultural University, Indonesia
Dace Silina Latvia University of Life Sciences and Technologies, Latvia
Pete Whittington Brandon University, Canada
Meng Xianmin Northeast Normal University, China Humic Acid Industry Association, China
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CONTACTS

Congress Secretariat

PCO Publicon 
E: ipc2021@publicon.ee 
M: +372 5919 2019

Mereli Kivi • Congress producer, mereli.kivi@publicon.ee 
Grete Mark • Exhibition and sponsorship manager, grete.mark@publicon.ee 
Kirke Johanna Pallon • Manager of delegate services, ipc2021@publicon.ee 

Connect with IPC2021

Confirmed Sponsors & Exhibitors of the IPC2021

https://www.facebook.com/peatlandcongress/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARBKaHqpoWRbGIWzKeNOHzKtacZpiZ4BG4ULuSSwVSSAJmOH3UMbM8bXtBZyFoRA-DdTDcNJGvmULL8w
https://www.instagram.com/peatlandcongress/
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